Celebrations Around
The World

December is marked by days of celebration and
observance for many cultures and faiths around the
world. Christmas, Chanukah, Ramadan, Rohatsu,
Yule, and Kwanzaa all occur this month.

» Find out how the celebrations in another country
are similar and different than those in the USA.

= Compare your own family's customs and
traditions with others in your community.

= |nvite an adult from another nation to come to
your pack meeting to tell how their family
celebrates.

= Why not start a new tradition of service in your
pack as a way to honor the holidays this month?

= Work on the Heritages belt loop and pin.

Celebrations Around the World
and of Many Faiths

(Rohatsu). December 8. This Zen Buddhist
holiday celebrates the enlightenment of the Buddha.

. One tradition in Iceland tells the
story of the mischievous “Yuletide lads,” or
Jolasveinar, who visit Icelandic children during the
Christmas, or Yule, season. The first lad arrives on
December 12. The last one comes on December 24,
leaving gifts in the children’s shoes.

. Polish people consider spiders, or
pajaki, to be symbols of prosperity and good luck at
Christmas.

. December 22. The winter solstice festival in
China celebrates the shortest day and longest night
of the year.

. Between December 4 and 12. The menorah
(meh-NOR-uh) is a special candleholder in the
Jewish religion. For eight days, candles are lit to
remember an ancient miracle in which one day’s
worth of oil burned for eight days in the temple.

. St. Nicholas of Myra (in Turkey today)
might have been the original Santa Claus. Some
countries celebrate St. Nicholas’ Eve on December
5. In Portugal, festivities called Nicolinas run from
November 29 to December 7.
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